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ITEM NO: & DATE: 2b JAN 7?4

SUBJECT: BELGIUM--DECISION ASOON ON ELECTIONS OR NEW COALITION

25X1

KING BAUDOUIN IS EXPECTED TO DELAY NO LONGER THAN EARLY NEXT
WEEK A DECISION TO TRY TO FORM A NEQ COALITION OR TO PAVE THE
WAY FOR NEW ELECTIONS BY DISSOLVING PARLIAMENT. BAUDOUIN HAS
AGONIZED OVER THIS CHOICE SINCE THE LEBURTON COALITION FELL ON
3 JANUARY 139 BECAUSE THE FLEMISé-UING 0F THE POQERFUL SOCIAL CHRISTIAN
iii PARTY IS OPPbSED‘TO DISSOLVING THE PRESENT PARLIAMENT.. BAUDOUIN
WILL FIND FURTHER DELAY EMBARRASSING BECAUSE EVEN PROCRASTINATION
TS SEEN AS A PARTISAN STEP. ' .

THE WALLOON NATIONALIST GROUPS. MEANWHILE. ARE ANTICIPATING

NEW ELECTIONS WITH ZEST. ALONG WITH THEIR FLEMISH COUNTERPARTS.
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THE WALIOON GROUPS NO DOUBT BELTLVE THAT THIY WOULD ENMLARGE ~ucre
SHARE OF ANY NEW VOTE. AS THEY HAVE DONE CONSISTENTLY IN

MATIONAL ELECTIONS SIMCE THE MID-19L0S- AT THE FXPENSE OF THE

MOTSRATE TRADITIONAL PARTIES. IF THE KTNG "7CIDES ON NEY FLECTTOMT .

i,

THEY WOULD COME WITHIN FORTY DAYS AFTER PAPLTANEMT TS DFCSOLVED.
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